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THE LESSONS: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41
THE SERMON: “Amazing Grace… How Sweet the Sound”

Introduction: For Such a Time as This
If you’ve ever stood at the airport in the rain, watching empty taxis speed by while you're anxiously waiting to get home, you might appreciate this story of a man visiting New York City for the first time. He steps to the curb, gives a sharp whistle, and a cab pulls up instantly. As he slides into the back, the driver sighs with admiration. "Perfect timing! You’re just like Frank."
The passenger asks, "Who’s Frank?” "Frank Feldman," the cabbie says. "The man was a saint. He did everything right, all the time. Like me showing up right when you needed me—that was Frank’s entire life. He had a memory like a supercomputer. He knew the finest wines, which fork to use for fish, he could fix a leaky faucet with a look. Me? I change a lightbulb and the whole block loses power. But Frank? He was the perfect man. They say he never even raised his voice to his wife, even when she was dead wrong!"
The passenger is floored. "He sounds like a legend. How did you meet him?” The cabbie shakes his head. "Oh, I never actually met Frank. After he passed away, I married his widow. And believe me, she reminds me how great Frank was every single day. That’s how I know Frank.”
1 Samuel 16:1-13: The Heart vs. The Hype
I suspect that, if the cabbie’s wife was really honest, even the "legendary" Frank Feldman wouldn’t have measured up to his widow’s expections in his lifetime. It’s a very human habit, isn't it? We polish the past until it glows, or we fixate on what we think a leader should look like. In our current climate, we are constantly told what "strength" looks like and that it’s supposed to be loud, abusive, and demeaning. But, that isn’t how God sees strength.
In our first lesson the prophet Samuel is mourning King Saul. Now, Saul was the people's choice. He was tall, handsome, and looked exactly like a king from central casting. But Saul had the "look" without the “heart" because he let his ego overshadow God’s image of strength.
So, God sends Samuel to Bethlehem to find a replacement. Jesse marches out his sons, and it’s impressive. It’s like a Chippendale’s lineup. When Samuel sees the oldest, he thinks, "Surely, this is the one! Look at those shoulders! He looks like he could handle anything"
But God stops him: "Do not look on his appearance or the height of his stature... for the Lord does not see as mortals see; mortals look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart."
Seven sons later, God has said "No" to all the available candidates. So, Samuel has to ask, "Is this all of them?" It turns out the youngest son, David, is out in the field smelling like sheep. He wasn't even invited to the interview! But when that scruffy teenager walks in, God says, "That’s him." David wasn't "perfect like Frank Feldman,” but he would go on to make massive, headline-grabbing mistakes later. His heart was oriented toward God. God isn't looking for a flawless resume; God looks for willing hearts.
John 9:1-41: Beyond the Blame Game
But what happens when the world isn't "perfect"? When things go sideways—whether it’s a global health scare, an economic shift, a personal tragedy, or a war—our first instinct is to find someone to blame. We point at the government, our parents, or the heavens.
In John 9, the disciples see a man born blind and immediately start a theological debate: "Rabbi, who sinned? This man or his parents?" They wanted a category. They wanted a scapegoat. Jesus shuts it down. He says, "Neither. He was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.” Then Jesus does something quite "un-sanitary." He spits in the dust, makes mud, rubs it on the man’s eyes, and tells him to wash. The man comes back seeing, and suddenly, the "spiritually elite" are the ones stumbling in the dark. The Pharisees are so obsessed with the fine print of the law—complaining that Jesus "worked" on the Sabbath—that they miss the miracle standing right in front of them.
The healed man has the most honest line in our lesson: "I don't know if he's a sinner or not. One thing I do know: I was blind, and now I see." In this Lenten season, we’ve been talking about "sight." Nicodemus struggled to see the Spirit. The Samaritan woman saw the Messiah at a well. Today, a man who lived in darkness sees the Light of the World, while the "experts" stay blind.
Ephesians 5:8-14: Living as Children of Light
So, what are we called to see? Paul tells the Ephesians, "For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light." Notice he doesn't say you are in the light; he says you are light.
Think of your Baptism. You were given a candle and told, "Let your light so shine." We used to sing it in Sunday School: "This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine." We aren't supposed to hide it or let the chaos of the world "pouf" it out. We simply let it burn. Paul tells us to "find out what is pleasing to the Lord." In a world that feels increasingly fractured—where the evening news feels like a marathon of "groaning"—the world is waiting for the children of God to show up and flip the switch to be the light.
Psalm 23, the Call and the Challenge
People need some light in their lives because they are wandering in the dark today. They are looking for the Shepherd of Psalm 23. They need to know that even in the "valley of the shadow.” To be honest, the news feels like we've been hiking that dark valley for a while now. But, our lessons say we don't have to fear. Why? Because the Good Shepherd is here and walking beside us.
Real hope won't come from a political platform or a "Perfect Frank" who never makes a mistake. Human solutions are as fickle as the weather. But as the writer of Hebrews says, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever."
God didn't cause the darkness in our world; our imperfections and bad choices are the source of the darkness. But, God is waiting for His glory to be revealed through us. As Paul said, we are the light. Remember Queen Esther? Her world was upside down, and Mordecai challenged her: "Who knows but that you have come to your position for such a time as this?"
I believe that is the question for the church in 2026. You weren't born in the wrong century. You weren't put here by accident. You were called for such a time as this. The world is dark, yes. But that just makes the light much easier to find. You don't have to be Frank Feldman. You just have to let God look at your heart, wash your eyes, and use you to light the way.
In the beginning, God said, "Let there be light." Today, God is asking us to be that light, even though we’re not perfect. We can be the light not because of anything we’ve done, but because of what God can do through us. We know God is light, We know God is love. And, we know that we walk with God because of Jesus. People today need to hear about God’s amazing grace and to hear the God saying, “I love you!” People need to know that anger and blame are not who we are meant to be. We may not be perfect, but we are perfect in God’s eyes because we are forgiven. That promise is the sweet sound of God’s grace that saves imperfect and broken people. Today’s world is lost and Christians are challenged to proclaim God’s Amazing Grace to heal and save this wretched world.  Hymn 779
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